
	

California Drought Statement (June 2022) 
 
The cost of historic and continued drought conditions across California spans far 
beyond the farms of Sacramento Valley’s rice country. The lack of available water in 
Northern California’s reservoirs, especially for those near the Sacramento River, has 
caused great concern within our rural agricultural communities and for wildlife. 
 
A late May seed survey reveals roughly 250,000 acres of rice will be planted in the 
Sacramento Valley this year, about half the rice acreage planted in a normal year. A 
more accurate acreage number will be known following satellite imagery analysis, 
expected to be released in late June.  
 
“This year’s drought-caused reduction in rice acreage will directly impact our state’s 
small farming communities and the people that rely on agricultural work to make ends 
meet,” said California Rice Commission President & CEO Tim Johnson. 
 
A new study by the University of California, Davis titled ‘Continued Drought in 2022 
Ravages California’s Sacramento Valley Economy’ reveals the region stands to lose 
more than $1.3 billion in economic income with 14,300 farm workers out of a job as a 
result of impacts on all crops. Drought has driven California’s rice industry to face 
more than $703 million in impacts, mainly to rice mills, dryers and suppliers. The 
report further estimates drought will cause 5,300 in lost rice related jobs.  
 
“Without assistance for our employees, our mills, dryers and suppliers that keep our 
industry running, the threat to our farming communities is very real,” said Johnson. 
  
Lack of water will likely impact the nearly 230 wildlife species that rely on flooded 
rice fields for food, a place to rest and to raise their young. Sacramento Valley rice 
fields act as surrogate wetland habitat, with the rice grown in just 5 inches of water 
simultaneously providing what other no other crop can duplicate, water on the 
landscape for wildlife. Sacramento Valley rice fields provide internationally 
recognized habitat for millions of waterfowl, playing an integral role as a stopping 
point along the legendary Pacific Flyway. 


